Comments to the Draft Department Circular entitled “AMENDING CERTAIN PROVISIONS AND SUPPLEMENTING DEPARTMENT CIRCULAR NO. DC2022-06-0022 ON THE APPLICATION PROCESS OF NEW WESM MEMBERS”
Name of Stakeholder:___________________________
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	Section
	Original Provision
	Proposed Amendment
	 Comment / 
Proposed Revision
	Rationale

	2.5.6.1 
	xxx xxx xxx
h) Participant Interface Access. During the Test and Commissioning Registration phase, the Applicant may subscribe to and allow the Market Operator to apply or install a method employing encryption in its computers to provide secure access to the Market Management System. The Applicant shall have read-only access to its facility during the Test and Commissioning phase to enable the Trading Participant to view its generating unit’s schedules. Meanwhile, full access to its facility will only be enabled by the Market Operator no later than eight (8) calendar days from approval of the Applicant’s Commercial Operations
registration.
	xxx xxx xxx
h) Participant Interface Access. During the Test and Commissioning Registration phase, the Applicant may subscribe to and allow the Market Operator to apply or install a method employing encryption in its computers to provide secure access to the Market Management System. The Applicant shall have read-only access to the Market Management System for its facility during the Test and Commissioning phase to enable the Trading Participant to view its generating unit’s schedules. Full access for its facility will only be enabled by the Market Operator no later than eight (8) calendar days from approval of the Applicant’s Commercial Operations registration, or from the date of effectivity of Final Certificate of Approval to Connect (FCATC) if the ERC is yet to issue the Certificate of Compliance.
	
	

	2.5.7.3
	Guidelines for Test and Commissioning Registration

a) The generating unit of the WESM Member shall be allowed to declare bilateral contract quantities and be entitled to WESM payments for its generated output only within the test and commissioning period indicated in the valid Provisional Certificate of Approval to Connect issued by the Network Service Provider or upon completion of the conduct of test and commissioning, if completed earlier. Generation beyond the authorized test and commissioning period shall not be allowed to be declared as a bilateral contract quantity and shall not be entitled to WESM payments.18 Any net surplus as a result of injected
energy from unauthorized test and commissioning activity will be treated in accordance with WESM Rules Clause 3.13.12.19 However, the WESM Member shall still be charged for all withdrawals from the grid for the conduct of its test and commissioning activities.


b) The Market Operator shall notify the WESM Member, copy furnished the System Operator, of the expiration of its Provisional CATC fifteen (15) calendar days prior to the date of expiry. The System Operator shall no longer impose over-riding constraints on the generating unit once the test and commissioning period ends.









c) The WESM Member may submit an extended Provisional Certificate Approval to Connect to the Market Operator and System Operator for the extension of its test and commissioning period within three (3)
working days prior to original expiry date. Any unauthorized generation shall not be allowed to be declared as bilateral contract quantity and shall not be entitled to WESM payments in accordance with Section 2.5.7.3(a). In case of failure to submit the extended PCATC to the Market Operator within three (3) working days prior to the original expiry date, the PCATC shall be deemed without effect after the expiry date.

d) The Network Service Provider shall immediately inform the Market Operator of any suspended validity of PCATC due to failure of the generating facility to satisfy the grid connectivity parameters required by the PGC. Suspended PCATC shall observe Section 2.5.7.3 (a). Notwithstanding the suspension of the PCATC, an Extended PCATC shall be submitted within three (3) working days prior to original expiry of PCATC. Should the PCATC expire while the WESM Member is in the process of satisfying the grid connectivity parameters required by PGC or PDC, the process for the conduct of Test and Commissioning shall be reset.

e) In case of changes in capacity and capabilities of the generating unit arising from the results of test and commissioning, the WESM Member shall immediately inform the Market Operator for the purpose of updating its registration details.





f) The Network Service Provider of a generating unit shall furnish the ERC
and Market Operator a copy of the Final Certificate of Approval to Connect within three (3) calendar days from issuance thereof to the relevant WESM Member.










g) The WESM Member of a generating unit shall submit to the Market Operator an application for Commercial Operations Registration within three (3) working days from receipt of its Certificate of Compliance or Provisional Authority to Operate (PAO).
	Guidelines for Test and Commissioning Registration

a) The WESM Member shall be allowed to declare bilateral contract quantities for its generating unit and be entitled to WESM payments for its generated output only:

(i) within the test and commissioning period indicated in the valid Provisional Certificate of Approval to Connect (PCATC) issued by the Network Service Provider or until completion of the conduct of test and commissioning, if completed earlier; or

(ii) when the WESM Member is issued a FCATC by the Network Service Provider pending the issuance of the Certificate of Compliance by the Energy Regulatory Commission, unless the latter issues an Order for the immediate disconnection of the generating unit from the Grid.






b)	In the absence of the requirement or condition set forth in this section, except for its own station use, generation beyond the authorized period of test and commissioning shall not be allowed, unless an extended period has been approved by the Network Service Provider. Neither shall such generation be declared as a bilateral contract quantity nor shall it be entitled to WESM payments. Any net surplus as a result of injected energy from unauthorized test and commissioning activity or operation will be treated in accordance with WESM Rules Clause 3.13.12. However, the WESM Member shall still be charged for all withdrawals from the grid or distribution network, as the case may be.

c)	The Market Operator shall notify the WESM Member, copy furnished the System Operator, of the expiration of its PCATC fifteen (15) calendar days prior to the date of expiry.













d)	In case the test and commissioning cannot be completed by the expiry date of the PCATC for technical or other reasons attributable to the WESM Member, the WESM Member may submit a request for extension of its test and commissioning to the Network Service Provider, copy furnished the Market Operator, within three (3) working days prior to original expiration date of its PCATC. The Network Service Provider shall act on the request for extension not later that the expiration date, and as applicable issue an extension of the PCATC to the WESM Member, copy furnished the Market Operator.




e)	In case the Network Service Provide did not issue an extended PCATC to the Market Operator, the PCATC shall be deemed without effect after the expiry date and the System Operator shall no longer impose over-riding constraints on the generating unit. Any unauthorized generation shall not be allowed to be declared as bilateral contract quantity and shall not be entitled to WESM payments in accordance with Section 2.5.7.3 (a) and (b).

f)	The Network Service Provider shall immediately inform the Market Operator of any suspended validity of PCATC due to failure of the generating facility to satisfy the grid connectivity parameters required by the PGC. Suspended PCATC shall observe Section 2.5.7.3 (a) and (b). Notwithstanding the suspension of the PCATC, an Extended PCATC shall be submitted within three (3) working days prior to original expiry of PCATC. Should the PCATC expire while the WESM Member is in the process of satisfying the grid connectivity parameters required by PGC or PDC, the process for the conduct of Test and Commissioning shall be reset.

g)	In case of changes in capacity and capabilities of the generating unit arising from the results of test and commissioning, the WESM Member shall immediately inform the Market Operator for the purpose of updating its registration details subject to provisions of Section 3.3 of this Manual.

h)	The Network Service Provider of a generating unit shall furnish the ERC and Market Operator a copy of the FCATC within three (3) calendar days from issuance thereof to the relevant WESM Member.

i)	The WESM Member shall submit to the Market Operator an application for Commercial Operations Registration of its generating unit within three (3) working days from date of receipt of its Certificate of Compliance or Provisional Authority to Operate from the Energy Regulatory Commission, provided that this shall not apply to embedded generation companies that are allowed to register on a voluntary basis and have opted not to register in the WESM.

Furthermore, the WESM Member shall likewise furnish the System Operator of the said submission. The said notification shall include the date of effectivity of the Certificate of Compliance or the Provisional Authority to Operate, and the estimated or target date of commercial operation of the WESM Member.

	
	

	Appendix A
	Supply Customer - Customers connected to the grid that are being supplied electricity by Generation Companies or Wholesale Aggregators under any power supply agreement or contract.
	Supply Customer - Customers or Generation Companies that purchase electricity under any power supply agreement replacement power arrangement or contract with a Generation Company or Retail Electricity Supplier.

	
	




Note: For convenience, please underline and put in bold letters the insertions. On the other hand, kindly strike though the deletions. 

Page 2 of 2

